
When I worked for the telecom 
company we did a joint project with 

at&T

I’ve got a 
cooling problem as 

this sits in a box 
outside.  That could be 

in a desert in 
summer...

Put in a 
fan

It’s a closed box 
sitting in the sun.  A fan 
would just blow around 

hot air

If I use liquid heat 
sinks and military grade 
components I just just 

meet the heat 
requirements of the 

specification...

No fan is 
enough

Draw one my way 
and one your way and 

we’ll show both to the 
customer and let them 

pick

It should 
be a big fan

You’re the 
boss

And, here’s one with 
liquid heat sinks that 

takes half the power and 
would work at a higher 

temperature.  But, it 
would cost more...

Ok here is 
one with the biggest 

fans that fit.  It takes a 
lot of power and doesn’t 

really meet the spec

Give me 
both 

packages!

As was often the case, I did not get to 
go to the meeting where the choice was 

made

Are these 
liquid heat 

sinks on this 
plan?

Oh, that wasn’t our 
real suggestion.  We 

think you should use this 
one with the fans

You’re 
recommending 
this one with 

fans?

Yes.  
It’s the only 

one we’ll 
make

Which 
one did they 

pick?

The 
fans!  It’s the 

only real 
option.

Hey, 
at&t just 

called saying 
we’re fired from the 

project!  They’re 
going to do it 
themselves!

A year later we got one of the ones 
they designed to do a comparison with 

our version

Did you see theirs?  
It has the cool liquid 

heat sinks in it!I 
wonder 

where they 
got that 

idea?

You should 
have thought 

of that instead 
of your stupid 

fans!


